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Our Mission: 

 Providing Support and Encouragement for Musical 
Opportunities 

 

A Note from the President 
 

 

Welcome to the 2011 ï 2012 school year!  We are nearly two months into the year already and our first 

choral performance is upon us.  Thursday, October 20
th
 brings us music for the fall and Thursday, 

December 8
th
 brings our annual Holiday Concert.  On Saturday, November 19

th
 we once again have the 

privilege of hosting the IMEA Music Festival.  This event brings hundreds of participants to DGS from 

around the region.  Many of our students will be participating, and we hope to see many parents come 

out to assist with this event and support our students.  On Monday, January 5
th
 we will host the Middle 

School Choir Festival.  This event gives middle school students the chance to work with the high school 

students and directors, giving them a sample of the choral opportunities at DGS. 

 

The Fine Arts and participation in the music program is an important part of our studentsô high school 

experiences.  It gives them an outlet to express themselves, an opportunity to make many lifelong 

friends, and an enrichment they will always remember.  The music program is successful because of the 

efforts of many people: our teachers, who provide leadership and opportunities for our kids to learn, the 

parents, who give their time to help support our programs in so many ways, and our students, who have 

a passion about their work. 

 

A big thank you goes out to all of those who have volunteered in the past, and I challenge the rest of you 

to enrich your studentsô experiences by taking an active role and become involved with the music 

program here at DGS.  There are many opportunities for all levels of involvement.  We have needs for 

everything from event volunteers to help with setting up, serving, baking treats, ushering for events, and 

more.  We are also recruiting board members for 2012 -2013; it is a lot closer than you think! 

 

Jim Gracey 
DGS Choral Boosters President 



 

DGS Sings at Foreigner Concert 
This past summer, 25 A Cappella Choir members had the 

opportunity to sing with the band Foreigner at the Midwest 

Bank Amphitheatre in Tinley Park. Some of the students 

commented that is was one of the best experiences they 

have had in their life (so far). ñSinging with a professional 

band like Foreigner was amazing!ò said junior Patrick 

McCarthy. Senior Colleen DeRosa commented, ñGoing 

backstage and seeing the band at work was absolutely 

thrilling.ò The audience totaled over 15,000 people and 

our students were cheered and applauded after they sang 

the hit song, I Wanna Know What Love Is In addition to 

performing with our choir members, Foreigner donated 

$1,000 to our choral program! 

The DGS choir was selected to perform with the band based on our schoolôs participation in the Illinois Music 

Educators Association (IMEA).  IMEA is a state-wide conference that DGS staff and students have been steadily 

involved in for many years.  Our history shows that DGS students have strong representation at the both the 

district and all-state conventions.  Last year Madrigal Singers, directed by Laura Coster, performed for 

participants (music educators) and other performers (high school and universities) at the all-state convention.  

DGS is hosting the District 1 Festival this fall and Joy Belt-Roselieb is currently serving as an organizational co-

chair. 

Congratulations to the A Cappella Choir for being selected! 



A Few Words from: 
Colleen DeRosa, A Cappella Choir President 

The A Cappella Choir has been hard at work so far this year achieving the highest musical standards possible. 

Not only do we make goals for ourselves, but we achieve them accordingly. The year is off to a great start as the 

choir follows the principles of the newly implemented Mustang Way which include being respectful, 

responsible, and engaged. We are avidly participating in class and working diligently on our music. We are also 

incredibly excited for our production of "Legally Blonde the Musical" this April. All in all, we have begun the 

choir season on the right foot and plan to continue in this fashion. As always, we thank the Choral Boosters, 

directors, Friends of the Fine Arts (FOFA), administrators, parents, and concert-goers for their unflagging 

support.  

The A Cappella Choir officers are:  
Colleen DeRosa: President 

Ken Deem: Vice President  

Robin Chang, Justin Marquez, Erin Marie Walsh: Secretaries 

Alex Bahaveolos, Robin Chang, Billy Chengary, Erin Marie Walsh: Section Leaders 

 
 

Legally Blonde    April 19-22 
A Cappella Choir Musical 

Mark your calendars now! 

Donôt miss this exciting contemporary production that 

deals with stereotypes and 100% comedy. The Broadway 

musical is based on the movie starring Reese 

Witherspoon. This musical is rated PG for mild language! 

The cast includes 90 members of the DGS A Cappella 

Choir with lively choreography in contemporary dance 

and other styles including an Irish jig. The directors 

include: Tiffany Bruce (drama), Laura Coster (music), 

Glenn Williams (pit band director), and Hunter Evans 

(technical director). 

 

 

Music is a moral law. It gives soul to the universe, wings to the 
mind, flight to the imagination, and charm and gaiety to life and 

to everything. ~ Plato 



˕ Save the Dates ̞  
 

2011 South High School Choir Calendar 
ñIgniting a passion for the arts in every learnerò 

 

2011 Calendar 
Month Day Event Time Place Ensemble 

October 20 Choir Concert 7:00 PM  Auditorium  DGS Choirs 
            

November 1 MarketDay Pickup    

 14 Choir Boosters 7:00 PM B124 Parents 
  19 IMEA Festival All Day DG South HS Select Students 

            
December 8 Holiday Concert 7:00 PM Gymnasium DGS Choirs 

 12 Choir Boosters 7:00 PM B124 Parents 
 16* CSO Performance TBA Symphony 

Center 
Madrigals Singers 

      

January 
2012 

5 Middle School Choir 
Festival 

3:30-7:30 
PM 

 DGS Choirs 

 11 Noodles & Company 
Fundraiser 

TBD 75th and 
Lemont 

All 

*(Final date TBD in November by CSO) 

 
 
 

$ Student Accounts $ 
Donôt forget your students can request money from their 
student account to be used for any approved choir related 
fees (private lessons, required ensemble apparel, camp, trips, 
etc.). They need to check their balance on the Student 
Account list posted in the choir r oom and complete a Student 
Account Refund Request Form. The form should be 
completed and deposited in the choir mailbox in the choir 
room. Requests will be approved by the appropriate Choir 
Director reviewed at the monthly Choral Boosters board 
meeting. Upon approval, a reimbursement shall be made and 
that amount shall be deducted from the Student Account 
balance.  



A Few Thoughts on Singingé 

Why is it Valuable for your Teen? 

Singing is an art of the mind and soul. It can improve a teenôs health or even career skills. Singing is also great 

fun! 

Singing a meaningful text can make a teen more emotionally healthy and optimistic. Teens need positive 

messages and the time to reflect.  Music and text can help one discover their thoughts and feelings about life in a 

meaningful way and help foster an emotionally healthy personality. 

 

Singing gives teens a great amount of pleasure, regardless of their level of your skill. Relaxation and happiness 

can be experienced while singing. It is an inexpensive means to add meaning and positive experiences to their 

day. It is social a social activity and brings teens together. Singing together in a group develops teamwork in a 

unique and satisfying way. 

We know things that relax us are good for our health and fitness.  Singing helps to increase the capacity of our 

lungs and blood flow. It requires breathing techniques that are beneficial for all. A correct posture and breathing 

technique often leads to better overall health. Singing translates to good physical as well as mental health, just 

like walking and running. 

If one wants to be a great singer, it requires an immense amount of self-discipline, loads of hard work, and 

consistent practice. The advantages of singing can groom an individual to develop a solid work ethic so that they 

will be successful in many endeavors they pursue.  

Voice Lessons: Is my Student Ready to Start Private Voice Lessons? 

If your son or daughter is interested in developing their voice further and they seem to have a passion to sing, it 

may be the right time to pursue private lessons.  If they have a natural, pleasant tone quality and are gaining skill 

in matching pitches accurately, they most likely will have success in developing and improving their solo voice.   

Often teenagers enter high school with a simple, pleasant tone quality and a basic skill in matching pitch or 

hearing harmony.  It is amazing to see the growth in teens when these basic skills are developed with a private 

teacher. As they learn to support their voice with their breath and focus their sound, they will develop a 

noticeable tone quality change within the first few months of lessons.  The more they want to sing and improve, 

the more they will practice the techniques they are learning.  The more they are motivated to practice, the more 

they will see improvement in their singing voice. 

We believe that all singers can benefit from lessons.  If your son or daughter is having trouble matching pitch, 

lessons may spark a new understanding and they will see improvement.  Sometimes the individual attention is all 

that a student needs to make a leap in their musical understanding. 

If you have questions about your son or daughter in regards to private voice lessons, please feel free to contact a 

choir teacher for advice.  

Your student may start lessons during the second semester by filling out a voice teacher request form in the choir 

room.  Information about lessons and prices are included on the form.  

Our current voice teachers are: 

Todd Diehl, Colleen Lingenfelter, Holley McKee, Ingrid Mueller, and, Joleen Sievers.   



Top Ten Reasons to Volunteer with the Choral Boosters 

 
10. Warm Fuzzies ï What can I say? We are a great bunch of people! 

 

9. It feeds your passion ï Ok, letôs be real, you will be feeding your kidôs passion and 
everyone else gets lemonade and cookies!  
 

8. It is totally flexible ï We would never presume to ask for your help at every event and 

fundraiser but if every family joined us two times per year we would be more then covered! 
 

7. Here is where I have to admit that I could only come up with 9, letôs just keep it between us, 

ok?! 

 

6. Another outlet for your fabulousness ï Ever feel like your boss, your kids and maybe 

even your spouse, are just not feeling the love for you? Come join us and you will feel the love 

and gratitude! 
 

5. It is educational ï This is the place to find out just how much digestive by-product your 

child has been shoveling about their fellow students, teachers and parents! ;-) 
 

4. It connects you to your childõs choral community ï This is the place to come and start 

putting names to all the faces you have been seeing here at DGS choir events. 
 

3. Your good intentions are recognized and rewarded ï We love to meet the new parents 

and keep up with all our old pals. 
 

2. Make good or at least good enough friends ï Who else are you going to truly be able to 

celebrate your son or daughterôs musical geekdom with but other proud parents of musical 

geeks? 

       

1. Opportunity to change the world ï The more the merrier and happiness truly does   

change the world! 

 

 
Please keep your eyes and ears open to opportunities to come join us and change the 

world one music student at a time! 

 

There will be e-mail reminders of dates and times, as well as calls to sign up for 

events throughout the 2011-2012 season. 

 

Check out the calendar of events and save us a date or two (or threeé) 

 

Kristen Meek - Choral Booster Volunteer Coordinator - kt2meek@comcast.net 

mailto:kt2meek@comcast.net


 

Choral Volunteer Opportunities 

 
 

It takes a lot of coordination and teamwork to run the fantastic programs that we 

enjoy in our choir department. Please consider volunteering your time for one of 

these year-end events! 

Parent Representative for each Choir (Freshman Girls 1
st
 and 7

th
, Freshman Boys, Concert 

Choir, Treble Choir, A Capella Choir )  Volunteers are needed to call parents to let them know about DGS 

Choral Boosters, get contact information and forward information to the Choral Booster Secretary. We also need 

help monitoring the choir during choir show and may be occasionally requested to inform parents of choir 

specific needs and requests. (This position is not a large time commitment). 

IMEA Festival ï November 19 
Volunteers are needed to help with ushering, hospitality, and logistics. 

 

Middle School Choir Festival ï January 5 
Volunteers are needed to work shifts ushering middle school students. 

(2:45pm-4pm, 4:30pm - 5:15pm, 5:15-8pm) 

 

Friends of Fine Arts (FOFA) Representative: 
Two Choral Booster volunteers are needed to attend FOFA meetings and update on FOFA activities. 
 

Photographer: 
Volunteers are needed to take pictures for Choral Boosters (your own equipment). 

 

Please contact the Choral Booster Volunteer Coordinator, Kristen Meek via email at 

kt2meek@comcast.net to let us know if you can volunteer this year for any of these and other 

events.  

 

 
 
 

Music is your own experience, your thoughts, your 
wisdom.  If you don't live it, it won't come out of your 

horn.  ~Charlie Parker 

mailto:kt2meek@comcast.net


 

 

Wednesday, January 11 th  



2011-2012 Choral Booster  
 Executive Board  

òProviding support and encouragement for musical opportunitiesó  
 

 

Name Position E-Mail 

Jim Gracey President jgracey60@aol.com 

Liz O'Toole Treasurer lizzieo1021@aol.com 

Mary Beth Werner Secretary reswerner@aol.com 

Laura Coster Staff lcoster@csd99.org 

Debbie Drews Membership ptamomdd@sbcglobal.net 

Carol Fendrick Web Site cfenddsonnenb@sbcglobal.net  

Rita Bair Newsletter ritaepa@sbcglobal.net 

Tere Cervantes Newsletter acervan948@sbcglobal.net 

Jan Kremer Fundraising the-kremers@comcast.net 

Kristen Meek Volunteer Coordinator kt2meek@comcast.net 

Bob Schreck Committee Liaison rschreck@mwe.com 

Kathy Schreck Hospitality rschreck@mwe.com 

Tracey Kuerschner Hospitality tkuerschner93@comcast.net 

 

 

Support your choir student by joining the Choral Boosters! 
Membership forms are available in this Newsletter, so please fill it out and send it back to 

Debbie Drews, Membership Coordinator (instructions on the form). 
 

 

 

Youõve Got Mail! 

The Choral Boosters and directors rely on e-mail to circulate a lot of important information. Please help us keep 

our database up to date by providing us with your e-mail address.  It is simple to do; just send your name, your 

studentsô name, the choir(s) they are in and the e-mail address where you would like information to go to Beth 

Werner, Secretary at reswerner@aol.com.  

To join the Facebook group go to www.facebook.com, go to groups and look for DGS Choral Boosters.  This is 

an open invitation group.  

Also, please check out our website ---- www.dgschoir.com  

 

mailto:lizzieo1021@aol.com
mailto:reswerner@aol.com
mailto:lcoster@csd99.org
mailto:ptamomdd@sbcglobal.net
mailto:reswerner@aol.com
http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.dgschoir.com/


 



 


