Octob&t011

VOICES

A newsletter from DGS Choral Boosters

Our Mission:
Providing Support and Encouragement for Musica
Opportunities

A Note from the President

Welcome to the 2011 2012 school year! We are nearly twmnths into the year alreadynd our first
choral performance is upon usThursday,October 28 brings us music for the fall anthursday,
December 8 brings our annual Holiday Concert. GaturdayNovember 19 we once again have the
privilege of hosting the IMEA Music Festivallhis event brings hundreds of participants to DGS ffom

around the region. Many of our students will be participating, and we hope to see many parernts c
out to assist with this event and support our studentsM@nday,January % we will host the Mddle
School Choir Festival. This event gives middle school students the chance to work with the high scl
students and directors, giving them a sample of the choral opportunities at DGS.

The Fine Ars andparticipation inthe music program isnaimpotant part of our studesihigh school
experiencs. It gives them an outlet to esgss themselves, an opportunity make many lifelong
friends and an enrichment they will always rememb&he music program is successful becadsb®
efforts of many pople: air teacherswho provide leadership and opparities for our kids to learrthe
parentswho give their time to help support our programs in so many ways, and our students, who hi
a passion about their work.

A big thank you goes out to af those whdave volunteered in the past, and | challenge the rest of yot
to enrich your studenbsxperience by taking an active role and become involved with the myusic
program here at DGS. There are many opportunities for all levels of involvement. Vé/adels for
everything from event volunteers to helih setting upserving, baking treats, uslg for events, ang
more. We are also recruig board members for 2012013;it is a lot closer than you think!

Jim Gracey
DGS Choral BoosterBresidehn




DGS Sings at Foreigner Concer

This past summer, 25 A Cappella Choir members had| the
opportunity to sing with the band Foreigner at the Midwest
Bank Amphitheatre in Tinley Park. Some of the students
commented that is was one of the tbesperiences the
have had irtheir life (so far) ASinging with a professiong
band | i ke Foreigner was |anm
McCarthy Senior Colleen DeRosa commentdioing
backstage and seeithe band atwork was absolutely
t hr i IThe audjencaotaled ove 15,000 people and
our students were cheered and applauded after they|san
the hit songJ Wanra Know What Love I$n addition to
performing with our choir members, Foreigner dongted

The DGS choir was selected to perform witth e band based on dduhe lllisos Masc
Educatos Association (IMEA). IMEA is a statevide conference thddGS staff and students habeen steadily
involved in for many years. Our historshows that DGS students hasteong epresentation at thieoth the
district and all-state conventiom Last yearMadrigal Simgers, directed by Laura Costeperformed for
participants (music educators) and other performers (high school and univesdities)alistate conventian
DGS ishosting the District 1 Festivahis fall and Joy BelRoselieb is currently serving as an organizational|co
chair.
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Congraulations to the A Cappella Choir for being setkmt!




A FewWords from:

Colleen DeRosa, A Cappella Choir President

The ACgpella (hair has been hard at work so far this year achiethednighest musical standards possib

le.

Not only do we make goals for ourselves, but we achieve them accordingly. The year is off to a great start a

choir follows the principles of the newly implemed Mustang Way which include being respectt
responsible, and engaged. We are avidly participating in class and working diligently on our music. We

incredibly excited for our production of "Legally Blonde the Musical” this April. All in all,ve@e begun the

choir season on the right foot and plan to continue in tisisida. As always, we thank the Chorabd3ters,

directors, Friends of the Fine Arts (FOFA), administrators, parents,concergoers for their unflagging

support.

The A Gappela Choir officers are:
Colleen DeRosa: President

Ken Deem: Vice President

Robin Chang, JustiMarquez, Erin Marie Walsh: Secretaries
Alex Bahaveolos, Robin ChanBilly Chengary, Erin Marie Walsh: Section Leaders

Legally Blonde Apri29
A CappdalChoir Musical
Mark your calendars now!

Dondt miss this exciting

deals with stereotypes and 100% comedy. The Broad\
L LY musical is based on the movie starring Reese
Witherspoon. This musical is rated PG for mild langua
The @st includes 90 members of the DGS A Cappella
Choir with lively choreography in contemporary dance
=L and other styles including an Irigg. The directors

/ MM/ include: Tiffany Bruce (thmg, Laura Coster (uomsio),
74@777 Glenn Williams(pit band director), and Huntev&ns
(technical director)

Music is a moral law. It gives soul to the universe, W
mind, flight to the imagination, and charm and gaiety
to everythingPlato
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. Save the Dates

2011 South High School ChoiCalendar

Al gni tssim fprthee arfs | every learrger

2011 Calendar

Month Day Event Time Place Ensemble
October | 20 Choir Concert 7:00 PM | Auditorium DGS Choirs
November| 1 MarketDay Pickup
14 Choir Boosters 7:00 PM B124 Parents
19 IMEA Festival All Day DG South HS| Select Students
December| 8 Holiday Concert 7:00 PM | Gymnasium DGS Choirs
12 Choir Boosters 7:00 PM B124 Parents
16* CSO Performance TBA Symphony | Madrigals Singers
Center
January 5 Middle School Choir| 3:30-7:30 DGS Choirs
2012 Festival PM
11 | Noodles & Company| TBD 75" and All
Fundraiser Lemont

*(Final date TBD in November by CSO)

$ Student Accounts $

Dondét forget your students c
student account to be used for any approved choir relaed
fees (private lessons, required ensemble @aparel, camp, trips,
etc.). They need to check their balance on the Student
Account list posted in the choir r oom and complete a Student
Account Refund Request Form. The form should be
completed and deposited in the choir mailbox in the choir
room. Requestswill be approved by the appropriate Choir
Director reviewed at the monthly Choral Boosters board
meeting. Upon approval, a reimbursement shall be made and
that amount shall be deducted from the Student Account
balance.
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A Few Thought s

Why is it Valuable for your Teen?

Singing is an artfdhe mind and soul. tcanmpr ove a t een 6 s Iks.&iading ik also greae
fun!

Singing a meaningful text can make a teen more emotionalyhlyeand optimistic. Teens need positive
messages and the time to reflect. Music and text can help one discover their thoughts and feelings abol
meaningful way and help foster an emotionally healthy personality.

It life

Singing gives teens a greatammt of pleasure, regardless of their level of your skill. Relaxation and happiness

can be experienced while singing. It is an inexpensive means to add meaning and positive experiences {
day. It is sociah social activityand brings teens togeth&inging together in a group develops teamwork in g
unique and satisfying way.

We knowthings that relax us are good for our health and fithess. Singing helps to increase the capacity

lungs and blood flow. It requires breathing techniques thaiemeficial for all. A correct posture and breathing

technique often leads to better overall health. Singing translates to good physical as well as mental heall
like walking and running.

If one wants to be a great singer, it requires an immense awioselfdiscipline, loads of hard work, and
consistent practicd.he advantages of singing can groom an individual to develop a solid work ethic so thj
will be successful in many endeavors they pursue.

Voice Lessons: Is my Student Ready to Startrirate Voice Lessons?

If your son or daughtas interested in developing their voice further and they seem to have a passion to s
may be the right time to pursue private lessons. If they have a natural, pleasant tone quality and are gai
in matching pitches accurately, they most likely will have success in developing and improving their solo

Often teenagers enter high school with a simple, pleasant tone quality and a basic skill in matching pitch
hearing harmony. It is amazing see the growth in teens when these basic skills are developed with a pri
teacher. As they learn to support their voice with their breath and focus their sound, they will develop a

noticeable tone quality change within the first few monfriessors. The more thewant to sing and improve,
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the more they will practice the techniques they are learning. The more they are motivated to practice, the mc

they will see improvement in their singing voice.

We believe that all singers can benefit fromdess If your son or daughter is having trouble matching pitch
lessons ray spark a new understanding and they will see improvement. Sometimes the individual attenti
that a student needs to make a leap in their musical understanding.

If you havequestions about your son or daughter in reggrgrivate voice lessons, please feel free to conta¢

choir teacher for advice.

Your student may start lessons during the second semester by filling out a voice teacher request form in
room. Inbrmation about lessons and prices are included on the form.

Our current voice teachers are:
Todd Diehl, Colleen Lingenfelter, Holley McKee, Ingrid Mueller, and, Joleen Sievers.
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Top Ten Reasons to Volunteer with the Choral Boosters

10Warm Fuzziésnhatcan | saf We are a great bunch of people!

9. It feeds your pas$iok, | etds be real, you wil.l
everyone else gets lemonade and cookies!

8. It is totally flexibiewe would never presume to ask for your help at every ereht
fundraiser but if every family joined us two times per year we would be more then cover

/.Here is where | have to admisjustkedpatbetweenasy
ok?!

6. Another outlet for your fabulolise@steel like youboss, your kids and maybe

even your spouse, are just not feeling the love for you? Come join us and you will feel t
and gratitude!

5. It Is educatioriarhis is the place to find out just how much digestivepbyduct your
child has been shovelindgpaut their fellow students, teachers and parefts! ;

4.1t connects you t @ Thyisdhelplacetccding ahd sta
putting names to all the faces you have been seeing here at DGS choir events.

3. Your good intentions are rec@uzedvardeave love to meet the new paren
and keep up with all our old pals.

2. Make good or at least good enoughwimeaide are you going to trube able to

celebrateyoursoor daughter 8s mus i cp@dudpgrentslofdnosah  w
geeks?

1. Opportunity to change the Witédnore the mrrier and happiness truly does
change the world!

Please keep your eyes and ears open to opportunities to come join us and cha
world one music student at a time!

There will be email reminders of dates and times, as welktals to sign up fo
events throughout the 20PD12 season.

Check out t hhe cal endar of events an

Kristen Meek- Choral Booster Volunteer Coordinatckt2meek@comcast.net

NQg
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Choral Volunteer Opportunitie

It takes a lot of coordination and teamwork to run the fantastic programs that
enjoy in our choir department. Please consider volunteering your time for gne
theseyearendevents!

Parent Representative for each ChoifFreshman GirlsSiand 7", Freshman Boys, Concert
Choir, Treble Choir, A Capella ChairVolunteersareneeded ta@all parents to let them know abddGS
Choral Bhosters, get contact information and forwaribimation tothe Choral Boostere®retaryWe also need
help monitomg the choir during choir show amaay be occasionally requested to inform parents of choir
specific needs and requests. (This position is not a large time commitment)

IMEA Festival i November 19

Voluntees areneeded to help with ushering, hospitality, and logistics.

Middle School Choir Festivali January 5
Voluntees areneeded to wrk shifts ushering middle school students
(2:45pm4pm, 4:30pm 5:15pm, 5:188pm)

Friends of Fine Arts (FOFA) Representative:

Two Choral Booster volunteesseneeded totéend FOFA meetingand updat®n FOFA activities

Photographer:

Volunteers are needed to take pictures for ChooalsBers (your own equipment)

Please contact the ChbBooster Volunteer CoordinatoiKristen Meekvia email at
kt2meek@comcast.n#i let s know if you can volunteer this year for arfytheseand other
events

Music Is your own experience, your thoughts,
wisdomlf you don't live It, it won't come out of ycC
horn.~Charlie Parker
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o 75TH ST & LEMONT « 630.427.1980

LS A proup suppORTER of

DGS CHORAL BOOSTERS BENEFIT

th

Wednesday, January 11

25% of sales will assist this organization in our community
Dine In or To Go

Funds raised will help support DGS Cheir Activities.

Pleaze brin5 in Hyer or mention our fundraizer




20112012 horal Booster

Executive Board

0 P rdiogvsupport amteuragementtfasicabp por t uni t

Name Position E-Mail
Jim Gracey President jgracey60@aol.com
Liz O'Toole Treasurer lizzieo1021@aol.com
Mary Beth Werner Secretary reswerner@aol.com
Laura Coster Staff Icoster@csd99.org
Debbie Drews Membership ptamomdd@sbcglobal.net
Carol Fendrick Web Site cfenddsonnenb@sbcglobal.net
Rita Bair Newsletter ritaepa@sbcglobal.net
Tere Cervantes Newsletter acervan948@sbcglobal.net
Jan Kremer Fundraising the-kremers@comcast.net

Kristen Meek

Volunteer Coordinator

kt2meek@comcast.net

Bob Schreck

Committee Liaison

rschreck@mwe.com

Kathy Schreck

Hospitality

rschreck@mwe.com

Tracey Kuerschner

Hospitality

tkuerschner93@comcast.net

Support your choir studebly joining the Choral Boosters!
Membership forms are available in this Newsletter, so please fill it out and send it back

Debbie Drevg, Membersip Coordinator(instructions on the forjn

Youodve!

The Choral Boosters andréctors rely on anail to circulate a lot of important information. Please help us k
our database up to date by providing us with yeorad address. It is simple dg just send your name, your

studenténame, the choir(s) they are in and thaail address where you would like information to g@&®@th

Werner Secretaryt reswerner@aol.com

To join the Racebook group gm www.facebook.comgo to groups and look for DGS Choral Boosters. This

an open invitation group.

Also, please check out our website www.dgschoir.com
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Come Join the Downers Grove South
Choral Boosters

2011-2012

What we do:

Annual DGS Musical

This is the annual highlight for our students and for the
DGS Choral Staff. The Choral Boosters assist staff with
coordination of costumes, choreographers, clinicians,
equipment, copyrighted musical scores, ushers and

other needed resources.

Communications with Parents
Periodic email updates & announcements on upcoming
events; help coordinate communications with school

staff and parents.

“VOICES” Newsletter — great informational resource for
staff & parents!

Website (www.dgschoir.org)

Annual Vocal Fest

Talented students experience and learn how to perform
in an audition. Choral Boosters assist staff with logistics
and monitoring.

Promote Opportunities to students pursuing
higher education and careers in vocal music.

Choir Concerts

Choral Boosters assist staff and students by
providing chaperones, coordination assistance and
complimentary snacks to parents and guests.

Annual Middle School Choir Festival
Choral Boosters assist staff in hosting this after school

event for middle school students at DGS —introducing
students to the DGS Choral Program.

Special Events and Field Trips

Choral Boosters assist staff with various events.

In February, 2010 a group of students had the
opportunity for an educational and performing
field trip to New York City.

Additionally, each select choir group performs at a
variety of events throughout the year. Choral Booster’s
invalvement is invaluable to each event’s success.

Annual Music Awards Banquet

Choral Boosters purchase awards and organize this
event to honor our students’ efforts and successes.

By joining the DGS Choral Boosters, you remain connected with your student’s interests and activities, help enhance your student’s
high school experience, and be a positive influence on their future. With your family membership you will receive a “Proud
Member” window decal. Display it PROUDLY on your automobile, home or office!

Won't you join us? The annual DGS Choral Boosters membership dues are only $20 per family.

Parents Name(s):
Student Name(s):

Mailing address:

Detach and Send with Membership
Simply fill out the form below and either have your student drop it in the mailbox in the Choir Room, or mail to:
DGS Choral Boosters, Attn: Debbie Drews, (VP of Membership) 5620 Walnut Avenue Apt. 1C, Downers Grove, IL 60516.

Home Phone:

Parent email:

Cell Phone:

2011-2012 Annual Family Membership Dues: [J S20

Please make checks payable to DGS Choral Boosters.

Other donation (thank youl): $

{100111cf)




DGS CHORAL BOOSTERS SPIRIT WEAR ORDER FORM
PAYMENT IS DUE AT TIME OF ORDER. MAKE CHECKS PATAELE TO DGS CHORAL BOOSTERS.

ORDER FORM AND PAYMENT CAN BE DEPOSITED IN THE CHOIR MAILBOX IN THE CHOIR ROOM.

Item Color Size
(CGircle One) (CGircle One) Qty Price Total
Flannel PJ Bottoms with DGS Elus/BlackWhite Adult Sizing $25
Chaoir on left leg Plaid S M L XLXXL
. Crewneck Sweatshirt with ”::’-" Adult Sizing 622
Embroidered Logo White S M L XL XXL
Hoodie with full front silk screen Navy Adult Sizing
logo o 5 M L XL XXL $25
White
L Mavy .
Short or Long Sleeve T-5hirt with or Adult Sizing Short Sleeve $15
silk-screen logo White S M L XL XXL Long Sleeve $20
Mustang Choir Plushie Blue Mo size $10
H'_u'lan_D ra':'.rstrlng Sports Bag Blue No size $15
with silk-screen logo
Canvas Tote B;gg:rlth silk-screen Navy No size $15
Knit Beanie T;Eﬂem broidered Blue One size $20
Total
STUDENT NAME PHOMNE CHOIR CLASS TIME

COMNTACT JAM KREMER WITH AMNY QUESTIONS
(630) 202-20673 or the-kremers@comcast.net




